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Colloquī is a Deacon’s Cor-

ner weekly journal. Its mission 

and purpose: to encourage seri-

ous discussion, to promote rea-

soned debate, and to provide 

serious content for those who 

hope to find their own pathway 

to God.  

Each week Colloquī will 

contain articles on theology, 

philosophy, faith, religion, Ca-

tholicism, and much more.  

Be forewarned! Articles 

may and often will contain fuel 

for controversy, but always 

with the express intent to seek 

the Truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth, so help us 

God. 

The Death Of Truth 
On the dogma of bogus theories 

J 
ean Cardinal Daniélou (1905-1974) 

once observed “The most dangerous 

tendency of the modern world is the 

way in which bogus theories are given 

the force of dogma.” How prescient his 

words spoken some fifty 

years ago; how distress-

ingly accurate his obser-

vation has proved in the 

here and now.  

Daniélou could nev-

er have envisioned how 

soon truth would be-

come a dying ember, the 

victim of “bogus theo-

ries,” “fake news,” 

“political correctness,” “unscrupulous pre-

varications,” “trigger warnings,” psycho-

babble and poppycock.  

Social media has been the major 

force behind the sudden demise of the 

truth. Anyone with Internet access—and 

who doesn’t, these days—has a global 

and broad public platform from which to 

spew forth all manner of tripe and bally-

hoo, void of facts or reason. Sadly, far 

too many are all too eager to buy into 

such swill without ever considering the 

source or taking notice of the total ab-

sence of any supporting data.     

A comic strip, Non Sequitur, recently 

conveyed this tendency to trade truth for 

personal comfort, a.k.a. bogus theory. 

One character, Danae, a pre-adolescent 

girl with a pessimistic 

view of everything but 

herself, has decided that 

the law of gravity 

should be repealed and 

replaced, and has there-

fore initiated a petition 

to stop “Science Tyran-

ny.”  

A young science-

minded nerdy boy, 

Jeffrey, asks, “So...You want Congress to 

repeal and replace the Law of Gravity?” To 

Danae’s “yes”, he then asks, “And replace 

it with what?”  

D 
anae’s response is sadly all too 

familiar: “Oh, with something 

bigger and better! Much better 

than the failed system we have now, I can tell 

you that!”  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4  
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Paid In Full 
We are stewards of his vineyard 

I 
 am once again reminded of a 

sentiment penned by Khalil Gi-

bran: “If you love somebody, let 

them go, for if they return, they 

were always yours. And if they don’t, they 

never were.” I must confess, when I 

read those words I always think of 

God and how he loves us so;  he loves 

us so much that he is willing to let us 

go, in the hope we will return to him.  

He loves us and out of His gener-

osity has provided each of us 

with a beautiful vineyard upon 

which we can produce a boun-

tiful harvest. God left his vine-

yard in our capable hands, as 

tenants, to tend and to pro-

duce a bountiful harvest.  

There is a tendency, illus-

trated in today’s Gospel, for us 

to find ourselves infected with 

a form of over-confidence; it 

comes with an attitude which 

blinds us, a kind of “tenants’ syn-

drome,” which convinces us that we are 

the true owners of the vineyard. Ironi-

cally, we are most vulnerable when we 

are working most diligently to pro-

duce a bountiful harvest.  

The recent devastation wrought by 

hurricanes in Texas and Florida, serve 

as fresh reminders of the horrors na-

ture can inflict upon us. In the after-

math of hurricane Katrina, churches 

sent Katrina relief teams to the Gulf 

Coast to work on the enormous clean-

up and rebuilding effort of flood-

damaged houses.   

Many of these teams were housed 

in what had once been a church camp 

and conference center right on the Gulf 

Coast.  The wooden buildings had all 

been wiped away by the wind and the 

tidal surge, but the brick buildings 

remained and became the dormitories 

and cafeteria for the relief workers.   

Things went along smoothly at 

first, but the volunteer staff began 

hearing from the visitors about the 

quality of the sandwiches provided for 

lunch at the work sites and the lack of 

good snacks.   

O 
ne day, as the volunteers 

came to the hall for break-

fast, they were greeted by a 

big chalk board with a message 

scrolled across it: “This is not about 

you,” it said.   

The “tenants’ syndrome” had worked its 

way even into this outpost of relief in 

the aftermath of such vast destruc-

tion.  Perhaps for the more perceptive 

members of the relief teams, a light 

bulb went on in their heads: “That mes-

sage, it’s for us, … it’s about us!”     

Tenants’ syndrome can, and often 

does, strike when we least expect it, 

whenever an attitude of complacency 

and over-confidence washes over us, 

when it becomes “my” vineyard and 

“my” harvest.  

T 
he tenants’ in the parable 

demonstrate a delusional 

mindset. They believe they are 

masters rather than stewards and their 

delusion thus justifies their horrific 

actions. When the landowner demands 

his rightful harvest, the tenants beat 

and kill his servants defending their 

delusions.   

And yet, within the parable lies a 

subtle trap, a snare for the un-

wary. Jesus says the landown-

er, after establishing his vine-

yard, “leased it to tenants and 

went on a journey.” But notice 

that the landowner then sent 

his servants before the harvest, 

“when vintage time drew near,” 

not after the harvest. The serv-

ants surprise the tenants by 

coming unexpectedly before 

the harvest.  

We too often forget that we are 

on God’s timetable, not our own. Har-

vest time is when God chooses, which 

means we must always be prepared to 

give the Lord what is rightfully his. 

We are expected to produce good fruit 

in proportion to all that God has gifted 

us. 

Unfortunately, we have often 

failed to produce a bountiful harvest 

for the Lord. We have each been given 

use of a well-prepared vineyard and 

yet we all too frequently fail to return 

the owner’s share of the grapes. 

What obstacles are there that  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3  
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

prevent us from encountering God 

and responding as we should? Often 

we find ourselves hindered by our self

-centeredness and indifference.  

T 
he more we wrap ourselves 

up in ourselves, the more iso-

lated we become from God, 

and the less likely we are to encounter 

God in our lives. In our conceit we 

develop “tenants’ syndrome,” deluding 

ourselves into believing all that we 

have is ours and ours alone. 

The parable of the Lord of the 

vineyard directs itself to our smug-

ness, vanity and self-centeredness.  

Yet, it contains a bit of hope despite its 

ominous content and warning. As Jean 

Cardinal Daniélou once observed: 

“God’s patience has been strained to 

its farthest limit in this tragedy of Christ, 

the Lord of the vineyard’s son, rejected by 

the tenants, crucified, treated by his own 

people as a stranger and an outcast. But 

from the lowest depths arises a sudden 

hope … The tragedy of Good Friday, when 

Israel rejected him that was sent, becomes 

in God’s plan the means whereby the vine 

planted in Israel was to break out in a new 

and vigorous growth.”  

When we have labored to produce 

a bountiful harvest and are asked to 

give it up or let go of a portion, our 

inclination is to resist, to claim the re-

sults as solely of our own making, and 

to conveniently forget that we are only 

tenants, not owners. 

We know from our own experi-

ence how hard it is to give up some-

thing we treasure. We might object to 

having to give up our favorite televi-

sion program. Although we are not 

asked to give up the television set, or 

to give up the program forever, we put 

up a good fight before we surrender 

the program for that one night. The 

same may occur if we have to forgo a 

night out with our friends, or have to 

part with some of our money . 

Sometimes it costs us dearly to 

give up the more precious produce of 

our lives. When children grow up their 

parents must let them go. Workers 

reach retirement age and have to give 

up their life-long occupation and their 

salary. In old age, many must give up 

their independence and, at times, their 

familiar surroundings as they move to 

nursing homes.  And death may take 

from us our nearest and dearest. Is it 

any wonder that we resist so vehe-

mently when we are asked to give up 

the produce of our lives?    

The remarkable thing is that peo-

ple do give up what they treas-

ure.  Generous people give their time, 

energy and money in the service of 

their families and of others in their 

local communities and beyond. People 

accept the loss of health and youthful-

ness and independence, and the loss of 

those they love.  

H 
ow much better our world 

would be if everyone saw 

themselves, not as the own-

ers of what they have, but as tenants, 

ready to share the produce when they 

were asked to do so. 

There is a story which offers in-

sight into this parable. It goes like this: 

“Our little boy came up to his mother 

in the kitchen one evening while she was 

fixing supper, and he handed her a piece of 

paper that he had been writing on. After 

his mother dried her hands on an apron, 

she read it, and this is what it said: 

For cutting the grass  $5.00 

For cleaning up my room this week  $1.00 

For going to the store for you  .50 

Baby-sitting my kid brother ...  .25 

Taking out the garbage $1.00 

For getting a good report card  $5.00 

For cleaning up and raking the yard  $2.00 

Total owed $14.75 

Well, I’ll tell you, his mother looked at 

him standing there expectantly, and boy, 

could I see the memories flashing through 

her mind. So she picked up the pen, turned 

over the paper he’d written on, and this is 

what she wrote: 

 “For the nine months, I carried you 

while growing inside me, No charge. For 

all the nights that I’ve sat up with you, 

doctored and prayed for you, No Charge. 

For all the trying times and all the tears 

that you’ve caused through the years, 

there’s No Charge. For all the nights that 

were filled with dread, and for the worries 

I knew were ahead, No Charge. For the 

toys, food, clothes, and even wiping your 

nose, there’s No Charge, Son. And when 

you add it all up, the full cost of real love 

is No Charge.” 

Well, friends, when our son finished 

reading what his mother had written, there 

were great big old tears in his eyes, and he 

looked straight up at his mother and said, 

“Mom, I sure do love you. And then he 

took the pen and in great big letters he 

wrote: PAID IN FULL.” Amen. 

Homily  for the 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(A) 
Isaiah 5:1-7  

Philippians 4:6-9 
Matthew 21:33-43 

    

1. M. Adams, A 3rd Serving of Chicken Soup for 

the Soul, (Deerfield: Health Communications, 

Inc., 1996), 100-101. 
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A 
fter a long pregnant pause, 

Jeffrey quietly observes, 

“You haven’t thought this 

through at all, have you….” To this, 

Danae hesitates before stammering out 

“Oh...um...is  that still a thing?” 

The comic strip Dilbert adds fur-

ther weight to Cardinal Daniélou’s 

admonition.   

The pointy-head manager ap-

proaches Dilbert and asks, “Why did 

you move the server rack?” to which Dil-

bert replies, “I didn’t.”  

The pointy-head manager immedi-

ately protests, “You must be lying be-

cause I heard you did,” to which Dilbert 

replies, “Isn’t it more likely you’re 

wrong?” 

The response of the pointy-head 

manager is once again all too familiar, 

“Considering all the options, I like the one 

where I’m right about everything and 

you’re a stinkin’ liar.” 

The striking familiarity of these 

comic strips ought to give us serious 

pause. Divisiveness has become the 

watchword of the day. Everyone is 

talking; no one is listening. “Free 

speech” has become synonymous with 

“hate speech.”  

Inclusivity has displaced distinc-

tion and uniqueness in the pursuit of 

the unattainable: universal equity. A 

prime example: the San Domenico 

Catholic School in San Anselmo, Cali-

fornia has purged itself of all remnants 

of Catholicism, including a statue of 

baby Jesus and the Virgin Mary. The 

removal and relocation of nearly 180 

Catholic icons and statues was done in 

order to be “more inclusive” of other 

religions.  

As one parent wrote in an email to 

school officials and the Dominican Sis-

ters of San Rafael, “Articulating an in-

clusive foundation appears to mean letting 

go of San Domenico’s 167-year tradition 

as a Dominican Catholic school and being 

both afraid and ashamed to celebrate one’s 

heritage and beliefs,” suggesting that 

their version of “inclusion” apparently 

means gutting Catholicism from the 

school altogether. The parent added, 

“In our time here, the word ’Catholic’ has 

been removed from the mission statement, 

sacraments were removed from the curric-

ulum, the lower school curriculum was 

changed to world religions, the logo and 

colors were changed to be ’less Catholic’ 

and the uniform was changed to be less 

Catholic.”  

We have come to a crossroads 

where there is no “right” or “wrong,” 

only thinking makes it so. This is, of 

course, the catchphrase of the relativ-

ist, whose moral compass lacks direc-

tion or purpose. Moral rectitude is 

what one makes of it, or what that 

amorphous mass commonly called 

“society” deems to be right or wrong at 

any particular moment in time—such 

things are subject to uncommon whim-

sy, of course.  

I 
n conversation1 with Pope Emeri-

tus Benedict XVI, Peter Seewald 

observed and asked: 

“In his futuristic novel Brave New 

World, the British author Aldous Huxley 

had predicted in 1932 that falsification 

would be the decisive element of moderni-

ty. In a false reality with its false truth—

or the absence of truth altogether — noth-

ing, in the final analysis, is important any 

more. There is no truth, there is no stand-

point. Today, in fact, truth is regarded as 

far too subjective a concept for us to find 

therein a universally valid standard. The 

distinction between genuine and fake 

seems to have been abolished. Everything 

is to some extent negotiable. Is that the 

relativism against which you were warn-

ing so urgently?”  

P 
ope Benedict responded: “It is 

obvious that the concept of truth 

has become suspect. Of course it 

is correct that it has been much abused. 

Intolerance and cruelty have occurred in 

the name of truth. To that extent people 

are afraid when someone says, "This is the 

truth", or even "I have the truth." We 

never have it; at best it has us. No one will 

dispute that one must be careful and cau-

tious in claiming the truth. But simply to 

dismiss it as unattainable is really destruc-

tive. 

A large proportion of contemporary 

philosophies, in fact, consist of saying that 

man is not capable of truth. But viewed in 

that way, man would not be capable of 

ethical values, either. Then he would have 

no standards. Then he would only have to 

consider how he arranged things reasona-

bly for himself, and then at any rate the 

opinion of the majority would be the only 

criterion that counted. History, however, 

has sufficiently demonstrated how destruc-

tive majorities can be, for instance, in sys-

tems such as Nazism and Marxism, all of 

which also stood against truth in particu-

lar.” 

Seewald then recalls a line from 

Pope Benedict’s homily at the open-

ing of the conclave in 2005 where then 

Cardinal Ratzinger would be elected to  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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the Petrine Chair: 

“We are building a dictatorship of 

relativism that does not recognize any-

thing as definitive and whose ultimate 

standard consists solely of one's own ego 

and desires." 

B 
enedict responds: “That is why 

we must have the courage to dare 

to say: Yes, man must seek the 

truth; he is capable of truth. It goes with-

out saying that truth requires criteria for 

verification and falsification. It must al-

ways be accompanied by tolerance, also. 

But then truth also points out to us those 

constant values which have made mankind 

great. That is why the humility to recog-

nize the truth and to accept it as a stand-

ard has to be relearned and practiced 

again. 

The truth comes to rule, not through 

violence, but rather through its own pow-

er; this is the central theme of John's Gos-

pel: When brought before Pilate, Jesus pro-

fesses that he himself is The Truth and the 

witness to the truth. He does not defend 

the truth with legions but rather makes it 

visible through his Passion and thereby 

also implements it.” 

As for the growing encroachment 

of secular relativism, Pope Benedict 

observed: “A new intolerance is spread-

ing, that is quite obvious. There are well-

established standards of thinking that are 

supposed to be imposed on everyone. These 

are then announced in terms of so-called 

"negative tolerance". For instance, when 

people say that for the sake of negative 

tolerance [i.e. "not offending anyone"] 

there must be no crucifix in public build-

ings. With that we are basically experienc-

ing the abolition of tolerance, for it means, 

after all, that religion, that the Christian 

faith is no longer allowed to express itself 

visibly. 

When, for example, in the name of 

non-discrimination, people try to force the 

Catholic Church to change her position on 

homosexuality or the ordination of women, 

then that means that she is no longer al-

lowed to live out her own identity and 

that, instead, an abstract, negative religion 

is being made into a tyrannical standard 

that everyone must follow. That is then 

seemingly freedom – for the sole reason 

that it is liberation from the previous situ-

ation. 

In reality, however, this development 

increasingly leads to an intolerant claim of 

a new religion, which pretends to be gener-

ally valid because it is reasonable, indeed, 

because it is reason itself, which knows all 

and, therefore, defines the frame of refer-

ence that is now supposed to apply to eve-

ryone. 

In the name of tolerance, tolerance is 

being abolished; this is a real threat we 

face. The danger is that reason – so-called 

Western reason – claims that it has now 

really recognized what is right and thus 

makes a claim to totality that is inimical to 

freedom. I believe that we must very em-

phatically delineate this danger. No one is 

forced to be a Christian. But no one should 

be forced to live according to the "new 

religion" as though it alone were definitive 

and obligatory for all mankind.” 

The first step in recognizing a 

problem exists is to admit there is a 

problem. We have a problem. 

    

1. From Pope Benedict XIV, Light of the 

World: The Pope, The Church and The Signs 

Of The Times, A Conversation with Peter See-

wald (San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 2010), 

50-54.  

Deacon’s Diner 
Food for a restless mind 

F 
or those restless minds 

that hunger and thirst for 

more. Each week  this 

space will offer a menu of 

interesting and provocative titles, 

written by Catholic authors, in 

addition to those referenced in the 

articles, for you to feed your restless 

mind.  

BOOKS 

On Conscience 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 

Ignatius Press 

2007, 82 pages. 

How the West Really Lost God 

Mary Eberstadt 

Templeton Press 

June 9, 2012, 268 pages. 

Strangers in a Strange Land 

Charles J. Chaput 

Henry Holt and Co.  

February 21, 2017, 288 pages. 

  

PERIODICALS 

First Things  
Institute on Religion and Public Life 

Editor: R. R. Reno 

Ten Issues per year. 

www.firstthings.com 

Touchstone  
A Journal of Mere Christianity 

Editor: James M. Kushiner 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.touchstonemag.com 

Catholic Answers Magazine 

Share the Faith, Defend the Faith 

Editor: Tim Ryland 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.catholic.com 
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