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Colloquī is a Deacon’s Cor-

ner weekly journal. Its mission 

and purpose: to encourage seri-

ous discussion, to promote rea-

soned debate, and to provide 

serious content for those who 

hope to find their own pathway 

to God.  

Each week Colloquī will 

contain articles on theology, 

philosophy, faith, religion, Ca-

tholicism, and much more.  

Be forewarned! Articles 

may and often will contain fuel 

for controversy, but always 

with the express intent to seek 

the Truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth, so help us 

God. 

Loving Life 
A precious gift from God 

T 
his debate, which rages una-

bated throughout our coun-

try, is heartbreaking; the spir-

it mourns its callousness. It is 

far more than what is portrayed by any 

slogan or chanted phrase. Words, twist-

ed and foul, deny the truth of the beauty 

and magnificence of that which but God 

could cause to be.  

Life, in all its myri-

ad forms, exists solely 

because of the inestima-

ble love of God, for pur-

poses which he alone 

appreciates to the full. 

All that exists does so 

through him and by 

him and in him alone.  

God is the Creator; he created us. 

God caused us into existence; man can 

take no credit for his own causation. As 

Aquinas tells us, “Although it may be ad-

mitted that creatures are in some sort like 

God, it must nowise be admitted that God is 

like creatures; because, as Dionysius says 

(Div. Nom. ix): A mutual likeness may be 

found between things of the same order, but 

not between a cause and that which is 

caused. For, we say that a statue is like a 

man, but not conversely; so also a creature 

can be spoken of as in some sort like God; but 

not that God is like a creature.”1 

And yet, from the very beginning, 

the created have disabused themselves 

of their creaturehood: “Man set himself 

against God and sought to attain his goal 

apart from God.”2  

A 
s Paul writes, 

“20Ever since 

the creation of 

the world his invisible na-

ture, namely, his eternal 

power and deity, has been 

clearly perceived in the 

things that have been 

made. So they are without 

excuse; 21for although they 

knew God they did not 

honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 

they became futile in their thinking and their 

senseless minds were darkened. 22Claiming to 

be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling mortal man or birds or animals 

or reptiles. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4  
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A Feast Of Feasts 
Rich food and choice wines 

T 
oday’s readings invite us to 

great feasts. In the first 

reading, from Isaiah, we 

hear, “On this mountain the 

LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples 

a feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, 

rich food and pure, choice wines.” In the 

Gospel we hear Jesus liken the king-

dom of heaven to a king who gave a 

wedding feast for his son. He re-

minds those invited, “I have pre-

pared my banquet, my calves and 

fattened cattle are killed, and every-

thing is ready; come to the feast.” 

These readings are rich in 

meaning, offering, in and of them-

selves, a bountiful feast, a feast 

full of satisfying meaning for the 

soul.  So rich and plentiful, no one 

should go away unfulfilled. 

Let us begin then by looking 

at the menu: rich food and pure, 

choice wines, fattened cattle and 

tender veal. We live in a time and cul-

ture that warns us of the dangers in-

herent in gorging ourselves on such 

rich and decadent fare. We hear it eve-

rywhere: if you want to look good and 

stay heathy, avoid rich foods, avoid 

alcohol, and exercise.  

The plethora of commercials on 

television promoting weight loss plans 

would indicate that the numbers of 

people overweight is significant. It 

appears as though almost everyone is 

dieting or has been on a diet at some 

point in their life. 

Most everyone loses the excess 

weight but most also gain it back, and 

then some. Those who are or who have 

been dieting often do so just long 

enough to rid themselves of excess 

weight, only to return to their old hab-

its of eating rich and juicy food. That is 

what is commonly called the “Yoyo 

plan,” bouncing from thin to fat to thin, 

over and over again. I can personally 

attest to yoyoing a few times in my 

life. Over the past 13 weeks I have lost 

46 lbs. by severely restricting my food 

intake and walking. My goal is to lose 

50 lbs.  

M 
y concern is this: when I 

reach my goal, how do I 

stop the yoyo cycle? How 

do I keep those pounds from coming 

back. I can hear them now, those rich 

foods just lying in wait, beckoning, 

beckoning, beckoning.  

It would seem then that the only 

solution is to give up all those marvel-

ously tasting rich foods and choice 

wines forever. The message we hear is 

abundantly clear: if you want to be 

healthy, attractive, and successful, life 

must be grim and unsatisfying. No 

wonder we all say “No Thanks to that!” 

A 
nd yet, perhaps diets fail, 

not because we refuse to 

live grim and dissatisfying 

lives, but because we too quickly be-

come complacent. We convince our-

selves the fat has left the body, never 

to return. We convince ourselves that 

we have paid the price and can now 

enjoy the feast without penalty. We 

convince ourselves we will indulge 

“just this once.”  

All this convincing is not at all 

convincing, because we know that 

the next item on the menu is com-

placency. We have reached our 

goal; the reaching of it is no longer 

front-and-center in our life; we 

quickly settle back and forget the 

pounds so sorely lost.     

That dish of complacency, served 

in a dark bowl of egotism, is ac-

companied by a dollop of self-

pity, a dash of shame and disap-

pointment, and completely smoth-

ered in resentment. Pushing that 

dish aside, giving it up, saying no 

to dessert is often one of the most 

difficult things we can do.  

In the gospel, those privileged to 

receive an invitation to the banquet 

were not interested in attending. Their 

response to the servants dispatched to 

invite the guests, not once but twice, 

was one of apathy. Worse, it wasn’t 

because they had something even 

better to attend, no, they just did not 

care to go. They continued doing what 

they had been doing, attending to 

business, checking out new livestock, 

etc.  

There was a time when some of us 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3  
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might admit to occasionally missing 

Mass on a Sunday for some special 

event.  

B 
ut today, the situation in 

many parishes is similar to the 

parable. It no longer takes a 

special event to keep people from com-

ing to the feast; they just continue on 

with life as if there is no King, no Son, 

no banquet.  

“’Practical atheists,’ one writer comment-

ed about them. Life lived as if fast food is 

as good as it gets and the idea of a kingdom 

feast is one with an obsolete shelf date. So 

many don’t come to the banquet. They 

have no interest in joining at the meal. 

There is no glorious feast that then reso-

nates through all of life giving it meaning 

and savor. Life simply goes on and on un-

til it stops.”1 

One of my favorite books is a small 

fantasy written by C. S. Lewis, The 

Great Divorce. In it he suggests—and 

rightly so—that the option between 

heaven and hell is a radical choice we 

all have, but for many, a choice they 

refuse to make.  

In this small, allegorical tale, we 

find ourselves in hell / purgatory wait-

ing for a bus. After a long bus ride, the 

passengers find themselves in a 

strange place, at the entrance to heav-

en, a place they all have stated they 

wish to go; yet most cannot accept 

they are just steps away from heaven. 

They are unwilling to let go of their 

resentments, jealousies, and egos.  

Some quickly return to the bus, 

eager to leave the heaven they don’t 

know, preferring the hell that they do. 

A few shed their clothes of shame and 

resentment and take on the clothes of 

Christ. Losing the baggage of their 

sins, letting go of all that they had so 

zealously hung onto, even their sins, 

they abandoned themselves in radical 

trust and the love of God.  

But God sees things differently, as 

we heard a few weeks ago when he 

said, “my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways my ways.”  

God has given us life and he wants 

us to enjoy ourselves in this life. He 

knows we will make mistakes; he will 

always forgive us if we ask for his for-

giveness. God sees our humanity 

through the humanity of his only Son. 

At the end of our lives, we will be 

judged through the eyes of Jesus’ hu-

manity, but we must come to the wed-

ding banquet properly attired. We 

must shed ourselves of our old clothes 

of self-sufficiency, vanity, selfishness, 

and egotism. It means we must put on 

new clothes, the wedding garment of 

acceptance: acceptance of our limita-

tions and imperfections, acceptance of 

our need for forgiveness, acceptance of 

the invitation to the wedding banquet 

of the Son by the Father.  

I 
 recently came across a beautiful 

invitation which I would share 

with your today:  

“The Father requests the honor of 

your presence at the marriage supper of 

His Son, Jesus Christ, to be held in heaven. 

Only those will be admitted who come 

clothed in the Wedding Garment provided 

by the Father. ‘He hath clothed me with 

the garments of salvation, he hath covered 

me with the robe of righteousness.’” Isaiah 

61:10. 

T 
he invitation is for everyone, 

no one is excluded. God in-

vites all peoples to celebrate 

the love, commitment and union we 

have with His Son.  

It is sometimes difficult to compre-

hend the depth and breadth of God’s 

love. The gates of heaven are open to 

all, both the bad and the good. As 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote, “Jesus Christ 

prepares us, as it were, for God’s presence 

and for each other’s company, so that we 

can sit down together at table. … He 

clothes himself so to speak, in the garment 

of our poverty, and in being taken up by 

him, we are able to be with God, we have 

gained access to God. We are washed 

through our willingness to yield to his 

love. The meaning of this love is that God 

accepts us without preconditions, even if 

we are unworthy of his love, incapable of 

relating to him, because he, Jesus Christ, 

transforms us and becomes a brother to 

us.”2 

God created us to always be fed 

the very best, the richest and juiciest 

food and the choicest wine. In heaven, 

we will enjoy a feast at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, and in this life, we 

are fed the very best when we receive 

the Eucharist, in the bread and wine 

now transubstantiated into the body 

and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

There is no richer food or choicer wine 

to be enjoyed.  

Amen. 

Homily  for the 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

Isaiah 25:6-10A  
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 

Matthew 22:1-14 
    

1. Richard Eslinger, Athenaeum of Ohio. 

2. Pope Benedict XVI, God is Near Us, p. 31. 
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24Therefore God gave them up in the 

lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 

dishonoring of their bodies among them-

selves, 25because they exchanged the truth 

about God for a lie and worshiped and 

served the creature rather than the Crea-

tor” (Romans 1:20-25).   

P 
erhaps there can be no clearer 

explanation, for man has truly 

exchanged the truth for a lie, 

preferring to worship and serve the 

creature rather than the Creator. 

Though creatures, man is “more than a 

speck of nature or a nameless constituent 

of the city of man. For by his interior qual-

ities he outstrips the whole sum of mere 

things.”3  

Through his intellect, man rightly 

knows the material universe is subject 

to him, “for he shares in the light of the 

divine mind. By relentlessly employing his 

talents through the ages he has indeed 

made progress in the practical sciences and 

in technology and the liberal arts. In our 

times he has won superlative victories, 

especially in his probing of the material 

world and in subjecting it to himself.”4 

Yet, to what ends has such pro-

gress been sought? It is a question de-

serving grave and serious considera-

tion, for too often these victories over 

the material world have only served to 

dehumanize and subjugate man to 

himself; no longer is man a creature of 

divine making, rather he is nothing 

more than particulate matter thrown 

together by random chance and hap-

penstance.  

What then is man? If but an acci-

dental shell, a temporal creature no 

more or less than any other, what is 

the worth of such a man? Existence 

without rhyme or reason denies intelli-

gence, purpose, morality, freedom, 

righteousness, justice, goodness, and 

evil. Such judgment is both immoral 

and perverse, for it denies the human 

person dignity and reduces human life 

to worthlessness.  

Life considered of little or no in-

trinsic value is infinitely expendable. 

This is the predicate upon which those 

who state life is but a personal choice 

lay their claim. No matter what the 

stage of life—from conception through 

end-of-life—those who hold such 

views insist: life is nothing but a 

choice; yet, seldom is the choice one’s 

own to make.  

We read in Exodus, at Sinai God 

gave Moses the Decalogue, the Ten 

Commandments,5 and in Deuterono-

my6 Moses summoned all of Israel to 

hear what God commanded of them. 

The fifth Commandment is clear and 

unambiguous: “You shall not kill.” In-

herent within this commandment is 

the predicate that God holds his crea-

tion in high esteem; human life is of 

inestimable value to God because it 

was he who, out of love, created man 

in his image and likeness. 

O 
ut of love he created us and 

out of love he sustains us. 

We are therefore con-

strained to love God and those he cre-

ated in his image and likeness. Jesus 

reminds us of the constraint placed 

upon us when he said, “You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it, You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.”7 

I 
t is in loving that we find the true 

value of God, others, and of our-

selves. “Love toward oneself remains 

a fundamental principle of morality.”8 

Without love of self, love holds no 

meaning; without love of others, life 

can hold no value or purpose; without 

love, morality is but an empty word, 

absent force or content. 

It is this, then, that gives us pause, 

for we agonize and mourn love’s sad 

surcease, for man has, of his own de-

vice, “progressed” beyond such stale 

sentiment. Human life has become the 

fodder upon which “progress” shall 

progress. Life, itself of little note; the 

shell a product to be bought and sold.  

Those who would impugn these 

words, and there are far too many who 

would so argue, should hesitate in 

their dispute and consider what love 

resides within their hearts.  

There is a chasmed distance be-

tween love-of-self and self-love, yet 

few might cite the difference.  

Love-of-self engenders gratitude 

to God for loving you into existence. 

You are a child of God and God loves 

you. For this he asks only that you 

love him and his creation: you. You 

must love the child of God that is you. 

Self-love harbors no such grati-

tude. Rather, it is a conceited, arrogant, 

proud, and self-centered perversion of 

love. It is, in all respects, no love at all, 

for self-love considers nothing but the 

self. It is idolatry in its purest form.  

This, then, is the “love” which 

leaves us cold, dispassionate, self-

centered creatures, living only for     

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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what is of self-importance, nothing 

more. The self determines good and 

evil; the self denies the other because 

the other is not the self.  

W 
hen life beyond the self 

belies consideration, is it 

any wonder there is no 

compassion, no concern, no love for 

life other than the self? But, the self 

argues, it is all a matter of personal 

choice, it is the self’s “right” to choose, 

without regard for the consequences 

compelled upon another. 

Such “self”-absorption produces 

what might best be described as a  

“tyranny of choice,” a malady which 

manifests itself in many ways, some 

seemingly benign, others decidedly 

deadly, all immoral and to varying 

degrees, inhumane. This “tyranny of 

choice” goes well beyond abortion, eu-

thanasia, or physician-assisted-suicide. 

It has permeated and insinuated itself 

into virtually all aspects of human life.   

God made us, created us, and gave 

us “free will.” Man has ever since test-

ed the limits of God’s gift. Adam and 

Eve sought to be like God (even 

though they were created in his image 

and likeness,) Cain killed his brother 

Abel out of envy, and so it continues.  

God gave us the ability to choose, 

to act according to his law or act upon 

our own impulses. Unfortunately, we 

choose to act as we desire far more 

than we should, for we, like our first 

parents, believe we can be like God. 

So, the question we should ask 

ourselves is this: “What ‘tyranny of 

choice’ might we be found guilty of 

committing? Let me suggest a few. I 

will let you add your favorites. 

 Self-absorption 

 Ingratitude 

 Profanity 

 Blasphemy 

 Pride 

 Conceit 

 Arrogance 

 Envy 

 Anger 

 Bigotry 

 Hatred 

 Vengeance 

 Abusive behavior 

 Violence 

 Lust 

 Pornography 

 Co-habitation 

 Pre-marital sex 

 Marital infidelity 

 Contraception 

 Abortion 

 … 

If you are of the mind to exclude 

some items on the list, please allow me 

to humbly suggest you take a moment 

to consider why? You might be sur-

prised at the answer you derive.  

T 
hen read chapters 5-7 of the 

Gospel of Matthew: the Ser-

mon on the Mount. Only four 

pages, but within those few pages you 

will find all that you need to live as 

God desires.  

    

1. Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, I q.4 

a.3 ad 4. 

2. Pope Paul VI, Gaudium et Spes: Pastoral Consti-

tution of the Church in the Modern World, §13, 

12/7/1965. 

3. Gaudium et Spes, §14. 

4. Gaudium et Spes, §15. 

5. Exodus 20:1-17. 

6. Deuteronomy 5:4-21. 

7. Matthew 22:37-40. 

8. Catechism of the Catholic Church, §2264. 

Deacon’s Diner 
Food for a restless mind 

F 
or those restless minds 

that hunger and thirst for 

more. Each week  this 

space will offer a menu of 

interesting and provocative titles, 

written by Catholic authors, in 

addition to those referenced in the 

articles, for you to feed your restless 

mind.  

BOOKS 

On Conscience 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 

Ignatius Press 

2007, 82 pages. 

How the West Really Lost God 

Mary Eberstadt 

Templeton Press 

June 9, 2012, 268 pages. 

Strangers in a Strange Land 

Charles J. Chaput 

Henry Holt and Co.  

February 21, 2017, 288 pages. 

  

PERIODICALS 

First Things  
Institute on Religion and Public Life 

Editor: R. R. Reno 

Ten Issues per year. 

www.firstthings.com 

Touchstone  
A Journal of Mere Christianity 

Editor: James M. Kushiner 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.touchstonemag.com 

Catholic Answers Magazine 

Share the Faith, Defend the Faith 

Editor: Tim Ryland 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.catholic.com 
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