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" Time Passes

= oY ORORUYilldows of an ordi-

nary apartment block on the
corner of a narrow street the
young lad who lived there

would often note the passing hours on a

could have imagined

what lay in store for this

Colloguiuis a Deaconz Cor-
ner weekly journal. Its mission
and purpose: to encourage seri-
ous discussion, to promote rea-
soned debate, and to provide
serious content for those who
hope to find their own pathway
to God.

Each week Colloqut will
contain articles on theology,
philosophy, faith, religion, Ca-

tholicism, and much more.

Be forewarned! Articles
may and often will contain fuel
for controversy, but always
with the express intent to seek
the Truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help us

God.

poor boy, but as history
would record, this un-
likely lad would soon
make history of his own,
leaving a legacy that
changed the world.

Time indeed does

quickly pass; fleeting
ripples disturb once still
waters, then too soon
fade away, all lost and

forgotten.

And yet, the hand of God can write a
mighty score, roiling time and memories,
adding genius to the music, moving

from pianissimo to fortissimo and back
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again. Such music never fades; time

passes, yet eternity remains.

Such a gift the world received when
God created Karol d.olekz Wiojtyla. He
was far more than the common man; he
would become more than a ordinary
man from an insignificant Polish village;

he would earn the love and respect of all

sun-dial on which was written: 8 D Ol he world; he would sit on Peterg chair
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and guide, with steady
hand, the wuniversal
Church; and he would,

in time, be called a saint.

He occupied the Papal
chair longer than any
other pope; for more
than a quarter-century
his gentle countenance,
towering intellect, and
faith in God steered the

course.

DBW

16 Books, 7 plays, and
poetry he would write over a lifetime of
love and devotion to the Lord. A pivotal
force during the Second Vatican Council,
during his papacy he would issue 14 Pa-
pal Encyclicals as well as the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. Pope Saint John
Paul II (Karol Wojtyla) pray for us.




Love Enough
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hat more can be said
of love? Can but one
exist who has no
passing thought of
it? Mere words fail, for all the ink and
paper consumed have yet to fully
measure it. What verb toils with such
resolve; what noun evokes such pas-
sion; what word but O O Yrleans too

much and too little?

+ O Yslusad and much
abused; it has stood for
and often been used to
justify strong desires, ex-
cessive needs, obsessive
longings, mendacities,
atrocities, even murders.
Man has

maimed, killed,

tortured,
injured,
and persecuted others, all
for the O O ¥iGad; such
things most assuredly dis-
avowed by God, who is
Man has abused,
crushed and destroyed the

Love.

very objects of his obses-

sive love, all in the name of O O Wian
has even destroyed his own soul out of
a twisted, distorted, self-destructive

love of self.

Could there be a word more mis-
understood than O (?YJome equate
love with sex, others think of it as a

feeling, a thrill, an emotion. ?+ O
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Love has become overloaded with
meanmgooeserus&d in.so marlljf ways,
it 1s no longer easy—lf it ever has
been—to define it, either precisely or

in simple terms. Consider how often
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means & | UrOtennis. There are love
songs, love boats, books on love, mov-
ies, even X-rated ones, with O O Ynithe
title. Love, love, love, we love just
about anything and everything. But
then, perhaps we donz.

Is this then the love Jesus calls the
greatest commandment? Is it? His re-

sponse compels us to seek a greater
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requires selfless commit-

ment, a love which places demands on
us, a love more serious than sublime, a
love which calls us to serve others,
even possibly giving our lives for their

sake.

Saint Thomas Aquinas

described love of neighbor
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What Aquinas wrote dis-
tinguishes real love from
nonessential feelings or
emotions which may ac-
And it

offers us insight into just

company love.
how one can love another
without liking them. We
may not like someone but
we can still love them as Jesus com-
mands by wishing them well and

wanting what is good for them.

understanding of what love is. ?3 1 B U . K. Chesterton once observed
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

daunting to do. Our fallen nature
makes loving every human being ex-
tremely difficult, if not impossible

without the grace of God.

hen we speak of the love

of God, Aquinasz defini-

tion, quite simply, no
longer works. While we can say that
God loves us, wants what is good for
us, has given us all that we have, in-
cluding creating and sustaining us,
does it make any sense for us to love
God because we want what is good for
him? So, what is love then for God?
Such love must necessarily differ from

love of neighbor.

Love of God is perhaps better de-
scribed as a union of wills. When we
unite our will with God, when we de-
sire what God desires, when we focus
on living our lives according to his
will, when we use all our heart, mind,
and soul to doing Godg will, then we

are loving God enough.

Our

our

We are complex creatures.
flesh (our physical existence),
mind (our intellect and reasoning fac-
ulties), and our soul (the affections,
passions, and emotional attitudes
which we hold dear), all combine to
make us who we are. And frequently,
we behave in ways which contradict
mind, body, or spirit. Jesus recognized
this complexity as well as our contra-
dictory nature by qualifying his re-
sponse, telling us that we are to love
God with all that we are and all that
we have: with all of our heart, mind
and soul, anything else is unaccepta-
ble. He calls us to abandon our whole
self to the will of God, to give all we

are, mind, body, and spirit to God.
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This then is where the rubber
meets the road. We struggle with the

constant challenge to love God com- o
gnatius then adds,ld( wbP DB OO
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pletely for there are too many compet-

ing interests vying for our affection.
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~soul, and with all
6a0wl0l EEDGRW UO6p wl 86 Egoul and with all your
mind requires more than we are often

ow are we supposed to willing to give. Religious observance —

seriously love God? Must attending Mass once a week—is not

we eschew the world, don €nough. God must always be visible in

our lives; otherwise, our religious

sackcloth and live in a cave, devoting

our lives to God? In the final contem- Practices are just empty formalities,

plation in his Spiritual Exercises— nothingmore.
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Amen.
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Books are available
on Amazon.com or from
the author@Q web site at:

deaconscorner.org
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author, columnist, speaker, and a
servant of God.

He is the author of 31 1 w5 O
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currently writing his third book
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Each issue of Collogur can be viewed or downloaded from

http://deaconscorner.org.

Deacon Chuck can be contacted thru email at

deacon.chuck@deaconscorner.org

Colloqui is a weekly publication of Deacon@ Corner Publishing.
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