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Cancel Culture Cancelled 
Perhaps it is time to suggest the chef cook the rooster 

A 
ccording to historical records, the first 

“Crisis” was printed in the Pennsylvania 

Journal, December 19, 1776. There would 

eventually be thirteen essays written by 

Thomas Paine who noted his desire to adhere to the num-

ber of American Colonies. Most Americans having even 

the poorest knowledge of history will recognize the open-

ing sentence that began the series: “These are the times 

that try men’s souls.” Few will recall the opening words of 

the last: “The times that tried men’s souls are over.” The 

great effect produced by Paine's successive publications 

has been attested by Washington and Franklin, by every 

leader of the American Revolu-

tion, by resolutions of Congress, 

and by every contemporary histo-

rian of the events amid which 

they were written. We, the living, 

need to be reminded of what 

Paine wrote, for it is as true today 

as it was 244 years ago.  

THESE are the times that try 

men's souls. The summer soldier 

and the sunshine patriot will, in 

this crisis, shrink from the ser-

vice of their country; but he that 

stands it now, deserves the love 

and thanks of man and woman. 

Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 

conquered; yet we have this con-

solation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more 

glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we 

esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every-

thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper 

price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if 

so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly 

rated. Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, has 

declared that she has a right (not only to TAX) but "to 

BIND us in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER," and if being 

bound in that manner, is not slavery, then is there not 

such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the expression 

is impious; for so unlimited a power can belong only to 

God. 

The difference rests on whom is our present enemy, 

who wields the heavy hammer of tyranny against Ameri-

ca and her honorable patriots. “Tyranny, like hell, is not 

easily conquered,” but freedom is always worth the effort. 

The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, as then, 

shrink from the service of their country; the same must be 

said of the summer prelate and sunshine Catholic who 

shrink from the service of their Church. 

A friend recently sent me a quote from a letter written 

by John Adams to a friend in 1776 which I believe says it 

far better than I can. “We may please ourselves with the 

prospect of free and popular governments, God grant us 

the way. But I fear that in every assembly members will 

obtain an influence by noise rather than greatness, and by 

ignorance and not learning, by contracted hearts and not 

large souls.” I dare say patriotic Americans would readily 

agree with that sentiment. 

The current maze of confusion—

and there are so many confusions 

now confounding us—would 

drive a sober man to drink hem-

lock in hopes of curing the mad-

ness that now so tries the soul. 

Samuel Clemons (a.k.a. Mark 

Twain) once wrote “There are 

three kinds of lies: lies, damned 

lies, and statistics,” a phrase de-

scribing the persuasive power of 

numbers, particularly the use of 

statistics to bolster weak argu-

ments. When you wed statistics 

with lies and damned lies in un-

holy wedlock, it is far too easy to 

support almost any position no matter how outrageous. 

The old gag: “How can you tell when a politician is lying? 

When the lips are moving” has taken on new meaning in 

the age of mandatory maskulation. Has no one else found it 

both disingenuous and laughable—if it were not so seri-

ous—, that for the health and safety of the public, politi-

cians and bureaucrats only maskulate whenever their lips 

are not moving? But, as Abraham Lincoln once quipped, 

“You can fool all the people some of the time and some of 

the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people 

all the time.” But then, they keep on telling us to ignore 

the man behind the curtain. Or is it behind the mask? I am 

sorely confused. 
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Someone, a year or two older than I, who I know from 

my long ago youth recently posted a meme on Facebook 

with a supposed quote from Mein Kampf (it sounded more 

like something out of the Playbook for Radicals of Saul 

Alinsky, if you ask me, but the source is not the issue). 

The best way to take control over a people and control 

them utterly is to take a little of their freedom at a time, 

to erode rights by a thousand tiny and almost imper-

ceptible reductions. In this way, the people will not see 

those rights and freedoms being removed until past the 

point at which these changes cannot be reversed. 

What struck me however was a response he made 

when someone asked tongue in cheek, “You knew Hit-

ler??” He said, and I quote, “Look, I flunked 10 hours of 

college history. What have you to say for (sic) your self?” 

He went on to say “0.5 for the 10 hours, made for a strain. 

Finally got the GPA over 2 and said to myself ‘If that’s all 

there is my friend, then let’s keep dancing and I joined the 

Navy Reserve.’” Seemed mighty proud of his ignorance. 

My point in this is that whether young or old, these folks 

live among us and there is nothing we can say or do to 

elevate them out of their self-imposed exile upon the bliss-

ful Isle of Ignorance. I am reminded of George Santayana 

who wrote in Reason in Common Sense, The Life of Reason 

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 

repeat it” which is often misquoted as “Those who ignore 

history are bound (or doomed) to repeat it.” Either way, 

the shoe fits. 

Whenever confusion infects the soul, I find an anti-

dote previously prescribed by Chesterton. In Great Brit-

ain, it seems there was a shortage of domestic servants 

caused by the social changes resulting from the First 

World War. This was considered a profoundly serious 

problem and was the subject of investigation by a Parlia-

mentary Committee on Domestic Service. Chesterton, in his 

inimical style wrote an essay (The Illustrated London News, 

June 30, 1923) which in part he observed: 

Nevertheless, the worst mistake of all has been made by 

the reformers, and not the conservatives. For it is a mis-

take at the very root of all modern mistakes. It is excel-

lently illustrated in a single fact. It was argued at the 

inquiry that the chief trouble of servants was in prepar-

ing the evening meal for the family, and it was there-

fore innocently proposed to abolish the evening meal 

for the family. 

The more I see of the world to-day the more I am cer-

tain that it suffers from a certain tail-foremost trick of 

thought. It does not so much allow the tail to wag the 

dog as dock the tail of its dog, instead of docking the 

dog of its tail. It takes the tail first, and then considers 

whether a quadruped is a suitable appendage to it. It 

takes the trivial thing first and tries to put it right, with-

out caring whether it is putting the important thing 

wrong. And just as a gentleman would not really wish 

to walk down the street followed only by a fine bushy 

tail instead of a faithful hound, so it will generally be 

found that the trivial thing, when separated from the 

important thing, remains just as trivial when it is put 

right as if it were left wrong. 

The proposal to abolish the family feast in the evening 

is an excellent example of all this. There is a case for 

abolishing the family feast because there is a case for 

abolishing the family and the family homestead and the 

family name. There is no inevitable reason why these 

particular people should live together in one particular 

house at all; they could be kept in carefully numbered 

cells in some commodious State prison of the Utopia of 

the sociologists. 

Modern utopian sociologists would instantly object to 

such nonsense, calling such nonsensical thinking prepos-

terous and indubitably racist. But it would be worse than 

that, much, much worse for such objectionable thoughts 

must never be allowed to see the light of day. Instead, 

Chesterton would be cancelled. The Illustrated London News 

would be pressured into issuing a dissembling apology 

and Chesterton would promptly find himself with neither 

platform nor publisher, vilified and ridiculed, disreputed 

and bankrupted, if not kept in a carefully numbered cell in 

some commodious State prison for the mortal sin of stat-

ing the obvious. Of course, to be fair, Chesterton would be 

completely free to continue writing, nothing and no one 

would prevent him from doing so, though without having 

the means to print and publish his thoughts. Could Ches-

terton find another publisher? Of course! That is, if there is 

another with the courage to take on the Cancel Culture 

mob which is transparently most likely unlikely. 

To be clear, I am nowise a peer of Chesterton; I am but 

a poor acolyte, “the thong of whose sandals I am not wor-

thy to stoop down and untie” (Mk 1:7). But I must admit 

to having been the object of such a Cancel Culture cancel-

lation and it hurts. I know, as well as anyone can know a 
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thing to be true these days, who it was that precipitated 

my cancellation. But neither who took offense nor why are 

of any consequence; both are non sequiturs, bugs splattered 

on the windshield of life, either ignored or easily removed 

with one swipe of a blade. While I could quite easily and 

perhaps justifiably rail against the wrongfulness and in-

justice of it all, I will not; I choose to be guided by the 

words of the apostle Paul who tells us he “will show you a 

still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:31).  

We are living in a time and place where civility has 

been overcome with rude behavior, where fact is now 

judged opinion and truth but baseless calumnies, where 

ignorance is beatified and destruction glorified, where 

logic and sound argument have been displaced ad homi-

nem, where God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

and his Church are con-

sidered nonessential if 

they are at all considered. 

Life has become meaning-

less for far too many, re-

gardless of race, color or 

creed.  

What needles the 

britches and riles the dan-

druff is knowing the Can-

cel Culture mob—like 

Britain in 1776—with their 

army (radical leftwing 

politicians, Socialist/

Marxist academia and propagandizing media talking 

heads) to enforce its tyranny, has declared the right “to 

BIND us in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” to silence and 

stifle all speech that cancels their creed, denigrates their 

dogma and opposes their orthodoxy. Now, as then, we 

ought to rightly admit, “if being bound in that manner, is 

not slavery, then is there not such a thing as slavery upon 

earth. Even the expression is impious; for so unlimited a 

power can belong only to God.” 

For those in positions which grant to them considera-

ble power, be they civil or religious, there must be a re-

minder permanently etched upon their minds and in their 

hearts that they are neither above nor better than those 

they have been chosen to serve. For prelates and Catholics 

of all rank and station, they should read and acknowledge 

what is written in Canon Law with respect to the obliga-

tions and rights of all the Christian faithful (Most notably, 

Canon 212 §3.) 

Can. 208 – In virtue of their rebirth in Christ there exists 

among all the Christian faithful a true equality with 

regard to dignity and the activity whereby all cooperate 

in the building up of the Body of Christ in accord with 

each one’s own condition and function. 

Can. 209 – §1. The Christian faithful are bound by an 

obligation, even in their own patterns of activity, al-

ways to maintain communion with the Church. 

§2. They are to fulfill with great diligence the duties 

which they owe to the universal Church and to the par-

ticular church to which they belong according to the 

prescription of law. 

Can. 210 – All the Chris-

tian faithful must make 

an effort, in accord with 

their own condition, to 

live a holy life and to 

promote the growth of 

the Church and its con-

tinual sanctification. 

Can. 211 – All the Chris-

tian faithful have the 

duty and the right to 

work so that the divine 

message of salvation 

may increasingly reach 

the whole of human-

kind in every age and in 

every land. 

Can. 212 – §1. The Christian faithful, conscious of their 

own responsibilities, are bound by Christian obedience 

to follow what the sacred pastors, as representatives of 

Christ, declare as teachers of the faith or determine as 

leaders of the Church. 

§2. The Christian faithful are free to make known their 

needs, especially spiritual ones, and their desires to the 

pastors of the Church. 

§3. In accord with the knowledge, competence and 

preeminence which they possess, they have the right 

and even at times a duty to manifest to the sacred pas-

tors their opinion on matters which pertain to the good 

of the Church, and they have a right to make their 

opinion known to the other Christian faithful, with 

due regard for the integrity of faith and morals and 

reverence toward their pastors, and with consideration 

for the common good and the dignity of persons. 
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Several items are worthy of further explication. Canon 

208 restates what should be obvious: that every person 

whether they are among the Christian faithful or not de-

serves to be treated with the dignity commensurate to and 

deserving of every person because each is a child of God. 

It further submits that all, “in accord with each one’s own 

condition and function,” whether rich or poor, without 

regard to race or ethnicity, whether clergy, religious, or 

laity are equally enjoined to cooperate in the building up 

the Body of Christ. No one is excluded from this activity. 

No one.  

Canon 209 §1 binds/obligates the Christian faithful to 

always maintain communion with the Church. What does 

this mean? In a nutshell, Catholics are obligated to une-

quivocally “believe and profess all that the holy Catholic 

Church believes, teaches, and proclaims to be revealed by 

God.”1 Many (both clergy and laity) either misinterpret or 

misread the profession of 

faith, dismissing the last 

three words: “revealed by 

God.” All that has been re-

vealed by God is contained 

in the Old and New Testa-

ment, the rest is interpreta-

tion. The Christian faithful 

are obligated to always 

maintain communion with 

the Church, not with indi-

viduals who may or may not 

speak with authority. Those 

(the Magisterium) who 

speak from authority all that 

the Church believes, teaches 

and proclaims to be revealed 

by God as Catholics we must 

accept if we are to maintain 

communion. 

Canon 210 obligates all the faithful to make every 

effort to live a holy life, to be holy as the Lord is holy. But 

it also directs the faithful, no matter their station to pro-

mote growth and continual sanctification of the Church. 

This means we are obligated to preach the Gospel and to 

speak out when the sanctity of Holy Mother Church is in 

jeopardy or question. Silent disobedience does not fulfill 

our obligation toward continual sanctification. I cannot 

leave this without recalling the words of Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer, Lutheran minister and martyr, “Silence in the face 

of evil is itself evil. God will not hold us guiltless. Not to 

speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.” The Cancel Culture 

is banking on our silence. 

Canon 212 §1 should be read with diligence and all 

due care for it would be easy to grant carte blanche to 

‘sacred pastors’ undeserved latitude in what they declare 

to be the gospel truth. Priests are human beings, subject to 

all the frailties of the human condition. They are not infal-

lible; they make mistakes just as every fallible concupis-

cent child of God. Nevertheless, they have been ordained, 

marked with the sign to represent Christ in persona Christi 

capitis in the Mass. But, as Father Dwight Longenecker 

writes, “there is more to it than that.” 

The fact is, the priest himself doesn’t matter, and any 

good priest will tell you 

that. What matters is that 

he is in persona Christi capi-

tis. The priest is represent-

ing Christ in the order of 

the Mass. If the priest rep-

resents Christ, then he rep-

resents all the different as-

pects of Christ. He stands 

for Christ the Good Shep-

herd when he takes the part 

of Pastor, but he also repre-

sents Christ the Judge, 

Christ the King, Christ the 

Warrior, and Christ the 

Victim. Another aspect of 

Christ that the priest repre-

sents can only be under-

stood when we see the 

Church as the family of 

God. We are all God the 

father’s adopted children 

and Church is our mother. 

If so, then the priest also stands for the father in the 

family of God. 

This is the profound reason we call the priest “father”—

not just because he does fatherly things like helping us 

and being kind and giving us guidance. The priest also 

performs the role of father in the family imagery, and if 

the father, then also the husband and the bridegroom. 

This connects with the nuptial imagery that runs like a 

golden thread throughout the sacred scriptures. 

A people who mean 

to be their own governors 

must arm themselves 

with the power which 

knowledge gives. 
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The imagery of bride and groom begins with Adam and 

Eve and is woven through the Old Testament: a groom 

is searching for his bride; God says he will come and be 

the husband of his bride, Israel. Time and again Jesus 

refers to himself as the bridegroom who comes to re-

deem and love his virgin bride, and St Paul picks up the 

image when he says that the Church is the bride of 

Christ. If the priest is in persona Christi then he not only 

represents Christ the priest and victim; he also repre-

sents Christ the bridegroom. This imagery is vital to the 

revealed nature of the Church and to God’s revelation 

of his Son. 

One of the reasons our society is experiencing a break-

down in the family, gender confusion, sterility, and a 

crisis in that area is because we have torn up and 

thrown away the deeply significant symbols and signs 

of our humanity. The symbols of mother and father, 

husband and wife, parent and child are woven into the 

very fabric of our being, our souls, and our corporate 

memory. We scrub this out and scorn these things at 

our peril. When we break these sacred icons the curse of 

that action falls upon us and our children. 

Thus [the priest] also supports the imagery of the Chris-

tian family. When father is present with mother, the 

children are secure and the family is solid. When father 

goes the family goes. When the mother-father roles are 

confused, the children are confused about what it 

means to be a mother and father and therefore what it 

means to be a man or a woman. 

… The deacons are subject to the bishop, and being 

ordained they also serve in persona Christi. As such they 

serve the altar and the Word of God by representing 

Christ the suffering servant. As clergy they are robed, 

and function as symbols and signs of the servant nature 

of Christ. … 

Finally, the Church and her liturgy should always be a 

reflection of the reality of heaven. … 

Do you think perhaps I am making too much of a fuss 

about this? Well, someone has to! Seriously, I think one 

of the great problems in our society is the constant push 

for recognition and a kind of false equality, and this 

push (ironically) is too often at the expense of other 

people. When we come to the liturgy, therefore, we 

should experience exactly the opposite. Here we experi-

ence a community of mutual service. Lay people are not 

clambering to be pseudo-clergy, thinking that to be up 

front is somewhat more special. Likewise, the priests 

should always remember their role as servant of the 

servants of God—never lording it over everyone, but 

serving one another in love.2 

As Christian faithful we have the sacred duty and an 

obligation to grow in our faith, to question and to learn 

what it means to be a faithful Catholic. We must never 

forget that certain things within the Church never get an 

inquisitorial spirit applied.3 A priest can get in the pulpit 

and say all religions are equal, that all lead to heaven. A 

priest can say baptism does not remit original sin, that we 

do not believe in original sin anymore. A priest can say 

the Holy Ghost is a female. A priest can drop hosts on the 

ground. A priest can teach that the consecrated bread and 

wine are symbols, not the true Body and Blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. A priest can promote and teach that 

homosexuality is normal, that gender is fluid, that cohabi-

tation is acceptable, that premarital sex is not a sin, that 

marriage isn’t always between a man and a woman. A 

priest can sexually abuse children. A priest can place pa-

gan idols on the altar. A priest can celebrate Mass dressed 

up as a clown. All these things a priest can, and some 

priests have done and no one lifts a finger or a whisper in 

protest. Why is that? 

Take careful note of what Canon 212 §3 does not pro-

pose: it does not grant anyone, be it “sacred pastors” or 

“Christian faithful” the right to silence, restrict, limit, or 

cancel anyone for expressing “their opinion,” whether 

agreeable or disagreeable, either privately or in public. We 

are duty bound to speak the truth. As Canon 211 admon-

ishes the Christian faithful, as Christians we have the duty 

and the right to spread the divine message to the whole of 

humanity; cancel culture cancellation denies us that right 

and forestalls our duty to spread the Gospel, the Good 

News. We have as a nation and as Christians been flim-

flammed, bamboozled into believing not in freedom of 

speech but in the tyranny of silence; we have been can-

celled.  

The rooster who is too easily offended by the merest 

quibble rules the roost, no cackling from the brooding 

brood shall be permitted. Sit down, shut up and lay an egg 

or accept the risk of being cooked for dinner. Perhaps it is 

time to suggest the chef cook the rooster. 
    

1. The profession of faith made by all candidates for reception into the 

Catholic Church. 

2. Father Dwight Longenecker, Letters on Liturgy; foreword by Archbish-

op Salvatore Cordileone, (Kettering, OH: Angelico Press, 2020).  
3. Here I must admonish the reader that this is not opinion, it is abhor-

rently true. I also do not mean to imply any of this to all priests, far 

from it, but only that some priests have been guilty in doing such 

things.  
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