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Colloquī is a Deacon’s Corner 

weekly journal. Its mission and 

purpose: to encourage serious 

discussion, to promote reasoned 

debate, and to provide serious 

content for those who hope to 

find their own pathway to God.  

Each week Colloquī will contain 

articles on theology, philoso-

phy, faith, religion, Catholicism, 

and much more.  

Be forewarned! Articles may 

and often will contain fuel for 

controversy, but always with 

the express intent to seek the 

Truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth, so help us 

God. 

Beacons Of Hope  
Standing alone above the fray 

F 
or those of us with more years 

behind us than what remain 

the future is often a dark and 

foreboding place. Our memo-

ries of the past are of brighter 

days, filled with rainbows 

and laughter, light winds 

and calm seas, and enduring 

hope for the future. Dark 

days and fearful nights have 

been swept away, long for-

gotten for their unpleasant 

memory. 

With all the ugliness and hate which 

surrounds us it would be easy to suc-

cumb to the dark side, to lose hope. At 

times it feels as if we are lost on a vast 

storm-tossed sea with no light to guide 

us safely home.  

 And yet among the darkness there 

stand beacons of hope willing to keep 

the flames of faith and love alive if only 

we would follow where their light 

would lead. 

This week over a million youth will 

begin converging on Krakow, Poland for 

World Youth Day 2016. This past Mon-

day forty-two youth from the Diocese of 

Reno embarked on their journey to Kra-

kow, including Robert Hamon from St. 

Albert the Great Catholic Church.  

Robert stands out as a beacon of 

hope for us all. At 20, he serves as a heli-

copter crew chief with the 

National Guard, is a member 

of the Knights of Columbus 

and the parish youth minis-

try, assists with after school 

care, is an altar server, EM, 

Lector, Choir member, and 

Sacristan.  

A 
s Catholics and disciples of 

Jesus Christ we are called to 

bring the Good News to eve-

ryone we meet. At times it seems that far 

too many light the lamp of faith and then 

place it beneath a basket, reluctant to let 

it shine for all to see.  

Pope Francis, who will celebrate 

Mass at WYD 2016 once said, “Love is 

shown by little things, by attention to small 

daily signs which make us feel at home. Faith 

grows when it is lived and shaped by love.” 

Look into the eyes of our youth and you 

will see the light of faith shining bright.   
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The Joy Of Love 
Please state your intentions 

P 
ope Francis certainly has a 

way with words—at times 

with great compassion and 

mercy and upon occasion 

with seemingly little thought as to 

how his words will be construed. In 

the first chapter of Amoris Laetitia he 

beautifully writes: 

“The majestic early chapters of 

Genesis present the human couple 

in its deepest reality. Those first 

pages of the Bible make a number of 

very clear statements. The first, 

which Jesus paraphrases, says that 

‘God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created 

them’ (1:27). It is striking that the ‘image 

of God’ here refers to the couple, ‘male 

and female’. … God’s transcendence is 

preserved, yet inasmuch as he is also the 

Creator, the fruitfulness of the human 

couple is a living and effective ‘image’, a 

visible sign of his creative act. … The 

couple that loves and begets life is a true, 

living icon … capable of revealing God 

the Creator and Saviour.”1 

Not long ago, in an unscripted 

response to a question, Pope Francis 

commented that “a great majority of our 

sacramental marriages are null,” setting 

off an immediate media firestorm and 

raising questions among many in the 

church as to whether what he said 

was really what he intended to say. 

To that point, “a great majority” was 

quickly amended to “some” or “a por-

tion”.   

As several Catholic writers have 

since opined, the point that Pope 

Francis was making was not that most 

marriages were invalid but that in our 

contemporary culture of imperma-

nence where prevailing attitudes con-

cerning love and marriage disparage  

making intentional life-long commit-

ments, there can be little doubt that 

some sacramental marriages were 

entered into under false pretenses and 

are thereby sacramentally suspect.   

A 
ny time either or both par-

ties enters into a marriage 

without the full and com-

plete intention to take as their husband 

or wife “until death do us part” but on-

ly until it isn’t fun anymore or some-

thing better comes along, then the 

marriage necessarily begins on the 

wrong foot because it is missing an 

essential element within the sacra-

mental marriage vows: intention.  

Once during a marriage prepara-

tion session, a couple quite openly 

and emphatically stated that they had 

no intention of staying in their mar-

riage if “things didn’t work out.” 

Among the things that would cause 

their marriage to not work out were 

unfaithfulness, falling out of love, sex-

ual dysfunction, and unhappiness. 

When informed that such attitudes 

displayed a serious lack of commit-

ment on their part as well as a misun-

derstanding of the permanence of the 

sacrament of matrimony, they were 

outwardly offended and left without 

further comment or question.  

A 
t the 12th annual National 

Catholic Prayer Breakfast in 

Washington, D.C. Cardinal 

Robert Sarah in his keynote address 

spoke of the beauty of the Catholic 

Church’s teaching on marriage and 

the family. In his remarks he stated 

that “God is being eroded, eclipsed, 

liquidated” in the United States.  

And he went on to say: 

“Advanced societies, including, I 

regret, this nation, have done and 

continue to do everything possible to 

legalize such situations [as cohabita-

tion and same-sex relationships]. 

But this can never be a truthful so-

lution. It is like putting bandages on the 

infected wound. It will continue to poison 

the body until antibiotics are taken. 

All manner of immorality is not only 

accepted and tolerated today in advanced 

societies, but even promoted as a social 

good. The result is hostility to Christians, 

and increasingly, religious persecution. 

Nowhere is this clearer than in the threat 

that societies are visiting on the family 

through a demonic ‘gender ideology,’ a 

deadly impulse that is being experienced 

in a world increasingly cut off from God 

through ideological colonialism. 

This is not an ideological war be-

tween competing ideas. This is about de-

fending ourselves, children and future 

generations from the demonic idolatry 

that says children do not need mothers 

and fathers. It denies human nature and 

wants to cut off an entire generation from 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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God. 

Every human being, like the Persons 

of the Trinity, has the capacity to be united 

with other persons in communion through 

the  … bond of charity of the Holy Spirit. 

The family is a natural preparation and 

anticipation of the communion that is pos-

sible when we are united with God. … 

This is why the devil is so intent on de-

stroying the family. If the family is de-

stroyed, we lose our God-given anthropo-

logical foundations and so find it more 

difficult to welcome the saving good news 

of Jesus Christ: self-giving fruitful love.  

The rupture of the foundational rela-

tionships of someone’s life — through sep-

aration, divorce or distorted impositions of 

the family, such as cohabitation or same-

sex unions — is a deep wound that closes 

the heart to self-giving love unto death, 

and even leads to cynicism and despair. 

These situation cause damage to little 

children through inflicting upon them a 

deep existential doubt about love. They are 

a scandal — a stumbling block — that 

prevents the most vulnerable from believ-

ing in such love, and a crushing burden 

that can prevent them from opening to the 

healing power of the Gospel.” 

C 
onsiderable controversy has 

been raised concerning a 

footnote (351) in Chapter 

Eight of Amoris Laetitia—a footnote 

which I will write of shortly. Chapter 

Eight: Accompanying, Discerning and Inte-

grating Weakness begins with: 

“The Synod Fathers stated that, alt-

hough the Church realizes that any breach 

of the marriage bond ’is against the will of 

God’, she is also ’conscious of the frailty of 

many of her children’. Illumined by the 

gaze of Jesus Christ, ’she turns with love 

to those who participate in her life in an 

incomplete manner, recognizing that the 

grace of God works also in their lives by 

giving them the courage to do good, to care 

for one another in love and to be of service 

to the community in which they live and 

work’.”2  

T 
hroughout the 264 pages of 

his Apostolic Exhortation 

Pope Francis focuses on the 

essentiality of marriage between a man 

and a woman and the necessity of a 

self-giving procreative love that is the 

basis of such a union.  

On his return flight from Lesbos 

on April 16th he expressed concerns 

that young people increasingly re-

nounce marriage altogether, that ever 

fewer children are born and the chil-

dren who are born very often have to 

grow up without their parents. The 

principle problem is that the family is 

no longer perceived as good news. 

Thus the primary focus and concern of 

the document is on love and the im-

portance of the family.  

“No one can think that the weakening 

of the family as that natural society found-

ed on marriage will prove beneficial to 

society as a whole. The contrary is true: it 

poses a threat to the mature growth of in-

dividuals, the cultivation of community 

values and the moral progress of cities and 

countries. There is a failure to realize that 

only the exclusive and indissoluble union 

between a man and a woman has a plenary 

role to play in society as a stable commit-

ment that bears fruit in new life. We need 

to acknowledge the great variety of family 

situations that can offer a certain stability, 

but defacto or same-sex unions, for exam-

ple, may not simply be equated with mar-

riage. No union that is temporary or closed 

to the transmission of life can ensure the 

future of society. “3 

As for the controversy surround-

ing footnote 351, the Catholic view 

seems to be one of confusion, not so 

much for what is stated or implied but 

for its ambiguity. Referenced within 

paragraph 305 which reads in part: 

“Because of forms of conditioning and 

mitigating factors, it is possible that in an 

objective situation of sin — which may not 

be subjectively culpable, or full such — a 

person can be living in God’s grace, can 

love and can also grow in the life of grace 

and charity, while receiving the Church’s 

help to this end.” 

F 
ootnote 351 then states: “In 

certain cases, this can include the 

help of the sacraments. Hence, ’I 

want to remind priests that the confession-

al must not be a torture chamber, but ra-

ther an encounter with the Lord’s mercy.’ I 

would also point out that the Eucharist ’is 

not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful 

medicine and nourishment for the weak.”4  

Those who had been hoping for a 

change in the Church’s position with 

respect to the reception of Holy Com-

munion by those in irregular relation-

ships (primarily divorced and remar-

ried) have interpreted this as a change 

in church doctrine. That is simply not 

the case here. It is unfortunate that 

while Pope Francis was quite clear 

everywhere else in Amoris Laetitia, he 

chose at this point to be ambiguous. 

     
1. Pope Francis, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation: 

Amoris Laetitia, March 19, 2016, pp 8-9, par 10-11. 

2. Ibid, 291. 

3. Ibid, 52. 

4. Ibid, 305, footnote 351. 
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Ask, Seek, Knock 
But first you must ask 

T 
he Lord’s prayer is both a 

hymn of praise to our 

heavenly Father and a sin-

cere supplication for his 

providential grace. In the Gospel of 

Luke, Jesus responds to his disciples 

request to teach them how to pray.  

Luke writes a much abbrevi-

ated version from that of 

Matthew, which is nearest in 

form to that which we are most 

familiar. While there should be 

little doubt that the beatitudes 

are prayer, the Lord’s Prayer is 

quite unique in its form and sub-

stance as a true and perfect offer-

ing of prayer to God our Father. 

While Jesus often went away to 

be alone and pray we know little 

or nothing of what he prayed. 

The Lord’s Prayer is the only 

prayer that Jesus gave us and it 

is indeed a perfect one. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote 

that “The Lord’s Prayer is the most 

perfect of prayers… In it we ask, not 

only for all the things we can rightly 

desire, but also in the sequence that they 

should be desired. This prayer not only 

teaches us to ask for things, but also in 

what order we should desire them.”1 

The Lord’s Prayer is perhaps the 

most recited prayer for all Christians. 

As Catholics we pray it within every 

Mass, multiple times when we pray 

the Rosary, and on many other occa-

sions. We know it so thoroughly that 

through countless repetition we mind-

lessly repeat its words with little or no 

thought to what we are saying. And 

when we finish we seldom give a mo-

ment’s consideration to what we have 

just prayed.  

The Lord’s Prayer is the perfect 

communal prayer. It is not and never 

has been a private or a personal prayer 

but rather a prayer professed together 

in communion with our brothers and 

sisters. Say or read the prayer and you 

will discover that there are no singular 

pronouns to be found. No “I”, no 

“me”, no “my, no “mine”, only “our”, 

“us”, and “we”. When we pray “Our 

Father…” we are praying in unity with 

our brothers and sisters, all created by 

God in His image and likeness. We do 

not pray alone but united as one body, 

one creation of God, for God, to God. 

S 
aint John Chrystostom tells us 

that “[The Lord] teaches us to 

make prayer in common for all our 

brethren. For he did not say ‘My’ Father 

who are in heaven, but ‘Our’ Father, offer-

ing petitions for the common body.”2 

W 
hile the Lord’s prayer  

begins by acknowledging 

God with humble praise, 

much more concerns our needs, wants, 

and desires for which we ask him to 

provide: our daily bread, forgiveness, 

and deliverance from evil. I read 

somewhere that having desires and 

needs and presenting them to God are 

required by the Lord’s Prayer 

but that doesn’t set well for 

many of us. For some it is diffi-

cult to admit the need for help 

from anyone, especially from 

God. For others—and here I 

must include myself—the reluc-

tance to ask comes from a feeling 

of selfishness; who am I to con-

tinually ask for things; there are 

so many others more deserving 

and needing than I.  

Yet the truth is that we misun-

derstand what we are praying. 

We forget that we are praying to 

“our” Father, asking him for 

“our” daily bread, asking him to 

forgive “us” as “we” forgive 

“others”, and to lead “us” and 

deliver “us” from evil. We are 

not asking for ourselves but for all of 

us.   

Jesus taught us that the greatest 

commandment is to love God with all 

our heart, with all our mind, and with 

all our soul and that we must love one 

another as our self. The measure with 

which we love one another and the 

extent which we can forgive one an-

other are perfect indicators of the 

measure and extent to which we love 

God. We can only ask God to forgive  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5  
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us to the extent that we forgive others. 

Without forgiveness toward others we 

cannot ask God to forgive us. After all 

it is what we say when we pray to our 

Father isn’t it? 

W 
hile Jesus gave us the 

Lord’s Prayer that is not 

all that he taught us. It is 

important that we reflect upon what 

followed. We must remember what he 

said after teaching us how to pray, 

"And I tell you, ask and you will receive; 

seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you. For everyone who 

asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; 

and to the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened.”3  

Like many of us I have heard these 

words many times but I must admit I 

have seldom listened, really listened to 

them. A few years ago, during a peri-

od of quiet reflection my mind was 

suddenly filled with these words. 

As I reflected on their meaning I 

suddenly saw something new in the 

passage, something that I had never 

discerned before. While it was quite 

honestly rather trite and embarrassing-

ly unimportant I realized that the first 

letter of the first word of each phrase 

spelled the word A-S-K. While I am 

perfectly aware that this discovery is 

of no real or practical importance it 

did cause me to more deeply reflect on 

these words of our Lord and Savior.  

Upon reflection I concluded that 

each phrase calls us to act; we must 

actively and purposefully engage in 

some action: Ask, Seek, and Knock. 

Without action there can be no reac-

tion, no consequent response. In addi-

tion, each act requires that we condi-

tion ourselves and prepare ourselves 

in some manner for the response from 

God.  

When you ask, you must listen. As 

I learned once during a retreat, to pray 

you must “sit down and shut up” alt-

hough I personally prefer “Be still, and 

know that I Am God.” All of your senses 

must be tuned to hear God’s voice. 

Remember that God speaks to us in 

many ways; not necessarily as you 

might expect and often not with 

words. 

Although God will always answer 

our prayers, we shouldn’t expect to 

necessarily receive precisely what we 

desire. Jesus never said we would re-

ceive the very thing for which we 

pray; he said that if we ask we will 

receive, but he never mentioned what 

it was that we would receive. 

T 
hink about it for a moment 

and you will begin to under-

stand. Anyone who suffers 

sickness may and will pray for healing 

and an end to their suffering but few 

can or will be healed by their own ac-

tions. By seeking the help of a doctor 

whose training and skills are dedicat-

ed to healing and to the relief of suffer-

ing those who are in need of a cure 

and relief from suffering will receive.   

When you seek, you must open 

your eyes, your mind, and your soul. 

You must shine the light of Christ 

within in order to discover the unseen 

and the hidden. You cannot find what 

you seek in the darkness. Equally im-

portant is the necessity to empty your-

self of any vestiges of sin. For sin hides 

the light and darkens the soul.  

When you knock, you must enter 

and embrace the unknown and the 

unknowable. You must put aside your 

fears of what lies beyond, knock down 

the walls of separation, distrust, ha-

tred, and fear. You must accept and 

embrace what is now unknown to you 

because it is and it will be of God. 

T 
he Lord’s Prayer requires us 

to place our trust, our lives in 

God’s hands. We must trust 

him to know what we really need, not 

necessarily what we think we need. 

We may not receive what we want  but 

as long as we continue to ask, Jesus 

has promised that we will receive 

what God knows that we truly need. 

Every moment of our lives are un-

known before we live them. The mo-

ments yet to come lie there like a 

closed door, a shuttered eye, a blocked 

ear. We cannot hope to live them, en-

joy them, and embrace them unless we 

choose to act. To truly live we must 

ask, seek, and knock. God will always 

respond. All we have to do is ASK. 

 

Homily  for  

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Cycle C 

Genesis 18:20-32 

Colossians 2:12-14  

Luke 11:1-13 

 

    
1. Saint Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II, II, 83.  

2. Saint John Chrysostom, Homilies on the Gospel of 

St. Matthew. 

3. Lk 11:9-10. 
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Et quod hoc... 
This and that... 

W 
e Catholics who 

live here in Amer-

ica are all too of-

ten guilty of great 

naiveté and deliberate hubris when it 

comes to suffering for our faith. In 

an interview for the Columbia maga-

zine (July 2016, pp. 11-13)  Father 

Douglas Bazi, a Chaldean Catholic 

priest from Iraq, speaks of the suffer-

ing of his people and the future of 

religious freedom in his country.  

Here in America we speak of 

religious freedom and the dangers 

we face from encroaching secular 

government actions that threaten to 

restrict our religious freedoms. Yet, 

born in Baghdad in 1972, Father Bazi 

knows real religious persecution. In 

2005, he survived two bomb attacks 

and was shot in the leg with an AK-

47. The next year he was kidnapped 

and tortured for nine days by Islamic 

extremists before the Chaldean Cath-

olic community raised $80,000 as a 

ransom for his release.  

Asked to describe his kidnap-

ping and torture he tells Columbia 

magazine: 

“It was just a normal Sunday. I 

celebrated Mass in my parish and then 

drove to visit a family. As soon as I got 

on the highway, two cars blocked me. 

One was full of armed men with masked 

faces, and they threw me in their trunk 

and drove off.  

When I was taken out, one of them 

immediately hit me in the face with his 

knee and broke my nose. Covered in 

blood, I was then blindfolded and 

chained for the next nine horrible days 

in a utility room outside a house. For the 

first four days, they left me without wa-

ter. 

During the day, I was like a spiritu-

al father to them. One asked about his 

marriage. ‘Father, how should I treat my 

wife?’ I answered, ‘You have to respect 

her and tell her every day that you love 

her.’ 

At night, these same people would 

call me ‘infidel’ and would beat me and 

torture me. In the morning, they would 

say they were sorry because they were 

being paid to do this.  

On the sixth day, they told me, 

‘Your people don’t want you anymore, 

so you are going to die.’ 

‘For you, death means the end, but 

to us it is the beginning,’ I replied. ‘So I 

don’t mind if you kill me, but I know 

that you are cowards and won’t do it.’ 

Then they got angry and hit me 

with their pistols. And they also put an 

empty pistol to my head a lot, pulling 

the trigger: ‘click, click, click.’ 

They used a hammer too. They beat 

my shoulder and broke a disc in my 

back. One night I was hit with the ham-

mer and found one of my teeth and blood 

in my mouth. They said, ‘Don’t worry, 

we have all night and you have many 

teeth.’ 

They also used bad words, and those 

were sometimes more powerful than the 

beatings. They cursed my family, by 

beliefs and the Church, trying to break 

my soul. … 

I was kidnapped just for one reason: 

because I was a Christian. This is the 

cost of being Christian. 

Believe me, when any Christian 

child is born in my country, the mothers 

always say, ‘I want my child to grow 

and show his Christianity, and I hope 

and pray that he will not be killed.’ Be-

cause we know that we could be killed 

any day.” 

It is hard to hear of such cruelty 

and torture against those who want 

only to believe in Jesus Christ. We 

too often believe or wish to believe 

that such barbaric persecution no 

longer exists, relegated to the distant 

past, but that is a false narrative.  

Such faith! And at such a terrible 

price! What great and unshakeable 

faith must a mother possess to raise 

her children as Christian under the 

constant and very real threat of per-

secution and death.  We Americans 

should take note of this and thank 

God for all the blessings we enjoy. 

Let us also pray for those who must 

face death every day for their faith. 

A 
s a writer it is difficult 

to imagine or compre-

hend how Saint 

Thomas Aquinas 

could have written his monumental 

work (4,000 pages) Summa Theologiae 

and his influential apologetic work 

(1265 pages) Summa contra Gentiles 

without the benefit of a computer or 

word processor.  

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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M 
ind you the printing 

press was a few cen-

turies away when 

these works were 

first penned by quill 

and ink to parchment.  

Despite such difficulties, Saint 

Thomas did so over a relatively short 

life, living  only forty-nine years.  

In his Summa Theologiae (I, 2, 1) 

he argues that while we need divine 

revelation to know more about God, 

and to know Him better, we must of 

necessity know there is a God by in-

nate common sense. And so he wrote: 

“To know that God exists in a gen-

eral and confused way is implanted in 

human nature, inasmuch as God  is man’s 

beatitude (ultimate good, perfection 

and happiness). For man naturally de-

sires happiness, and what is naturally 

desired by man must be naturally known 

by him.  

This, however, is not to know abso-

lutely that God exists; just as to know 

that someone is approaching is not the 

same as to know that Peter is approaching 

even though it is Peter who is approach-

ing. For there are many who imagine that 

man’s perfect good, which is happiness, 

consists in riches, and others in pleasures, 

and others in something else.” 

Peter Kreeft expands on this by 

stating:  

“Everyone has some God, some ulti-

mate end, some summum bonum (greatest 

good). In this sense there are no simply 

non-religious human beings. An atheist 

too has a god: it is usually himself or his 

own pleasures, comforts, or joys. 

If this were not so—if we did not 

innately seek beatitude—then the gospel, 

the revelation of the true God as our true 

beatitude, would not even be understand-

able or desirable; just as the offer of real, 

nourishing food would not be either un-

derstandable or desirable to an entity like 

a robot without hunger and without a 

digestive system. 

Therefore, when talking with ‘non-

religious’ people, do not accept their false 

belief that there are two kinds of people: 

‘religious people’ and ‘non-religious peo-

ple’. Don’t talk to the false mask they 

wear; talk to the real hunger within. It is 

always there. 

As St. Augustine famously said, 

‘Thou hast made us for Thyself, and 

[therefore] our hearts are restless until 

they rest in Thee.’ There are no exceptions 

to that. 

Once someone recognizes and admits 

this vague yet sharp hunger in them-

selves, this ‘lover’s quarrel with the 

world’, this desire for a truer, deeper, 

more real happiness than we have in this 

world, for this ‘something more’ that we 

cannot define yet cannot avoid yearning 

for because it is suggested in all the deep-

est joys in this world (human love, sex, 

music, sunsets, babies, storms, moun-

tains, waves, poetry)—once this is ad-

mitted, the most direct and effective road 

for evangelism opens up: the evangelism 

of the heart.”1 

    
1. Peter Kreeft, Practical Theology: Spiritual Direc-

tion from St. Thomas Aquinas, Dec 16, 2014. 

Deacon’s Diner 
Food for a restless mind 

F 
or those restless minds 

that hunger and thirst for 

more. Each week  this 

space will offer a menu of 

interesting and provocative titles, 

written by Catholic authors, in 

addition to those referenced in the 

articles, for you to feed your restless 

mind.  

Bon Appétit! 

BOOKS 

A Refutation Of Moral Relativism 

Peter J. Kreeft 

Ignatius Press  

December 7, 2009, 188 pages. 

Old Errors and New Labels 

Fulton J. Sheen 

Alba House 

(1931) May 30, 2007, 222 pages. 

City Of God 

Saint Augustine 

Doubleday 

February 1958, 551 pages. 

PERIODICALS 

First Things  
Institute on Religion and Public Life 

Editor: R. R. Reno 

Ten Issues per year. 

www.firstthings.com 

Touchstone  
A Journal of Mere Christianity 

Editor: James M. Kushiner 

Bi-Monthly. 

www.touchstonemag.com 
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